A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
A rising having been fixed for May 23, Lord Edward Fitzgerald
who had been betrayed by one of the spies, was arrested on the
19th. Slight successes against isolated bodies of troops were
repaid by the massacre of prisoners in the act of surrender: the
first shot had been fired on a Thursday morning, by the Saturday
evening the Government knew that it was secure.
This failure was followed by an abortive partial rising led
by a priest, John Murphy, whose church had been destroyed bv
the Protestant soldiery. It was a Wexford movement, unsup-
ported by the mass of the island, and it had no more at first than
5000 men, with only a few fowling-pieces and no other firearms.
But it began to have successes, and by the end of the month
its numbers swelled to 30,000, of whom perhaps one-third were
armed. In June the inevitable success of the regulars appeared,
the town of Wexford surrendered, and before the end of the
month Father Murphy himself was taken prisoner, from which
date may be counted the end of the rebellion. He was flogged
with five hundred lashes, and as these failed to kill him he was
next put to death and his body burned at the door of a local
Catholic gentleman, in order, as the victors said, "that he should
enjoy the smell of a roasted priest."
Immediately on the failure of the rebellion followed Pitt's
buying up of the Irish Parliament. The rebellion, repression,
garrisoning, and the wholesale purchase of Parliamentarians
which followed cost some unknown sum; it cannot have been
less than twenty million pounds.
The Irish Protestant gentry in the Parliament of Dublin were
bought up in every conceivable fashion—by the creation of a
number of well-paid posts, by the direct purchase both of the
members themselves and of the patrons of the constituencies
for which they sat, and by the giving of peerages.
On January 22, 1799, the Irish Government introduced the
proposed legislative union between England and Ireland, and on
May 21, 1800, Castlereagh, whose patriotism had long dis-
appeared, got a majority of sixty for leave to bring in the Bill
destroying the Irish legislature, for which the final vote was
taken on July 7. The English Parliament had confirmed the
Union on July 2, and on August i the Royal assent was given for
the Union to take effect from January i of the next year, 1801,
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